THIS ANNOUNCEMENT SHOULD BE KEPT IN YOUR NOTEBOOK AS THE FIRST ENTRY.
Welcome to 

10TH Grade Biology with Mr. Babonis

The following information should help to make this a productive and enjoyable year for you:

1) Requirements:      a)   3-ring binder with paper

b) Pencils / Pens (blue or black ONLY).  No “loaners” are available.
c) A desire for success
d) An inquisitive mind
2) Grading:  Any and all work assigned may be graded.  NOTE that homework is due in class on the day assigned as the due date.  It may be turned in for 50% credit by the beginning of class the next day.  After that, the grade will be a zero.  If you are absent, it is YOUR responsibility to see me promptly upon your return to determine any missed assignments and their due date.  
3) Not all assignments receive equal weight.  For example, a test may have a weight of 10, and homework a weight of one.  This would mean that the test grade would be averaged into your grade 10 times and the homework grade once.  

4) If you have ideas for extra credit, please see me.  Students with any missing assignments for the quarter will not be allowed the opportunity for extra credit until all assignments are made up.

Remember:  I don’t give you grades.  Whatever your grade is, rest assured, you earned it.

Classroom Rules:     a)   Remain in your seat unless instructed to the contrary.

b) Raise your hand to be recognized.

c) Use the boys/girls room and fountain between classes.  Use the bathroom sign-out sheet.
d) Treat yourself and everyone else in the room with respect.
Bullying is wrong, hurtful and a violation of Monadnock Reg. High School policy.  Bullying will not be tolerated in this class.

Note:  This is a lab science.  There is absolutely no eating, drinking (including water), gum-chewing in class.  Neither food nor beverage containers are to enter the room.  Finish food and drinks before entering the classroom.  Learn and obey safety rules.  Horseplay may result in your expulsion from class.  Horseplay WILL result in your expulsion from a lab.
CELL PHONES ARE NOT TO BE IN THE CLASSROOM (see student handbook).   Hats off.  No personal listening devices.  Remove your caps while in class

I will not issue library passes to you unless you have an assignment for my class for which you might need library resources.
If you need to email me, you may do so at     gbabonis@mrsd.org
If you want to check on an assignment, or check out something else for class, you may find it at my website http://www.mrsd.org/webpages/gbabonis/
You can also access that site through the Monadnock High School web page.
(See reverse side)

Some thoughts, ideas and tips for success..
1. READ!  Do not treat reading as a non-assignment.  Reading provides background, introduction, reinforcement and often a different way of looking at material.  

2. ASK QUESTIONS! In order to formulate a question, you must consider what you already know and use that to consider what’s still missing in your comprehension.  Additionally, asking a question when one arises in your mind may help to prevent you from getting lost.

3. ASK FOR HELP!  Again, don’t allow yourself to get lost.  Much of what we do is cumulative.  In other words, what you are expected to learn in September will be assumed to be a part of your knowledge during October work.   Get help promptly and as often as you need. It.

4. DO YOUR HOMEWORK!  Homework has two advantages.  First, simply doing it on time will most likely add a very good grade into your average.  Second, it will help you to perform better on tests, quizzes and labs, further boosting your overall grade.  Indeed, you should do all assignments, do them all thoroughly and hand them all in on time.
5. LABS AND ACTIVITIES ARE LEARNING EXPERIENCES!  Some years ago, at the beginning of class, a student asked me “Are we doing a lab today, or do we have to learn something”?  This student did not understand the purpose of labs.  Everything we do in biology is intended to improve your understanding of the material.
Let’s have a great year!

