E-mail Mr. Babonis:  gbabonis@mrsd.org
Visit my website at     http://www.mrsd.org/webpages/gbabonis/
September 2011
Dear Parent(s),


I am pleased to be your 11th / 12th grader’s science teacher this semester.  We will be studying Aquatic Biology.  Topics will include the nature or water, lakes, ponds, rivers and streams, vernal pools, and watersheds. This is an elective, half-year class for those students who are interested in biology and who wish to take that interest further than 10th grade biology allowed them to.  It is my goal to have my students understand the complexity of the living world around them, and understand and appreciate Man’s place in that system.  In this class we will focus on fresh water living systems.


My students are responsible for homework, group activities, projects, field work, tests and quizzes, in-class written work, and various other assignments.  There is a final exam in this class.  All of these may be graded, and should be kept in an Aquatic Biology three-ring notebook.

All students have received a copy of the syllabus which includes grading policies and classroom expectations. This document should be the very first entry in their notebooks.


Two mid-quarter reports and two report cards will be issued this semester.  Please feel free to email me with questions or concerns between those times.  

Students who have been unsuccessful in my classes in the past almost invariably have had multiple missing assignments, and have failed to allocate an appropriate amount of time to study before tests and quizzes.  Please help by checking to make sure that work is being done regularly and on a timely basis.  I try to provide reminders and updates of upcoming activities, due dates for assignments etc. using my web page.

My Aquatic Biology classes participate in a program of water quality monitoring on the South Branch of the Ashuelot River, which runs through school grounds.  They will do extensive research in the field, and report their findings to a community group, or a group within the school.
The field work portion of this course represents an exciting opportunity for students to conduct genuine and meaningful research.  Sometimes, this is how careers are born.  At the very least, this field work should be interesting, exciting, and meaningful to the community. As a result, and to insure your son’s or daughter’s safety, a serious approach to class, and an eye towards safety are essential.  Horseplay will not be tolerated


I hope that all of my students enjoy my class.  I love it!  And I hope to see you all at the High School Open House on Sept. 15th.
Please sign, detach and return the slip below.  Retain the letter above for your reference
Mr. Babonis
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Student Name ____________________________________________

I have read and understand the “Parent letter” for my child’s Aquatic Biology class.

Parent/Guardian Signature__________________________________ 
Parent/Guardian email address(es) ___________________________________    _____________________
