
E-mail Mr. Babonis:  gbabonis@mrsd.org
Visit my website at     http://www.mrsd.org/webpages/gbabonis/
You can also access that site through the Monadnock High School web page under “Teacher Sites.”
School phone    352-6575 (ext. 304 for voice mail - Mr. Babonis)

September 2011
Dear Parent(s),


I am pleased to be your 10th grader’s science teacher this year.  We will be studying Biology, the study of life.  Topics will include the scientific method, ecology, the cell, biochemistry, genetics, and the five kingdoms of life.  It is my goal to have my students understand the complexity and beauty of the living world around them, and understand and appreciate Man’s place in that system


Any assignments to my students may be graded.  All biology work should be kept in a 3- ring notebook for biology.  Students are also encouraged to keep an assignment book.  Please ask your son/daughter to see both periodically.


All students have received a copy of class rules, grading policies and classroom expectations. This document should be the very first entry in their notebooks.


Four mid-quarter reports and four report cards are issued by the school during the course of the year.  Feel free to email me should you require updates beyond those mentioned.

Students who have been unsuccessful in my classes in the past almost invariably have had multiple missing assignments, have failed to allocate an appropriate amount of time for study before tests and quizzes, and have failed to come to class prepared.  Please help by checking to make sure that homework is being done regularly and on a timely basis.  


Once again this year, some of my Biology classes will be participating in “Forest Watch”.  This gives those students an opportunity to do actual field research in cooperation with the Complex Systems Research Center at the Univ. of New Hampshire, Durham.  In this program, students sample White Pine trees in an established research plot here at MRHS, conduct on-site evaluations, and send samples and data to UNH for further study.  All of this is done to evaluate ozone pollution at ground level.  To learn more about Forest Watch, visit www.forestwatch.sr.unh.edu .   
Biology is a lab science.  Safety in the classroom and especially during labs is of the highest priority.  Students engaging in “horseplay”, especially during a lab, will be ejected from class.  This is necessary to insure your child’s safety. 

I hope that all of my students enjoy my class.  I love it!

Please sign, detach and return the slip below.  And please plan on attending Senior High Open House at MRHS on Wed. Sept. 15th.
Mr. Babonis

[image: image1.wmf]     PLEASE COMPLETE THE FORM BELOW, DETACH AND RETURN THAT PORTION ONLY TO ME.  PLEASE RETAIN THE LETTER ABOVE FOR REFERENCE.     
I have read and understand the “Parent letter” for my child’s 10th grade biology class.

Parent/Guardian Signature______________________________ Student Name_______________________

Parent e-mail address(es).   _____________________________     ______________________________

_
